
 

SMTP server installing and configuring on windows 2012 server 

Windows Server 2012 Essentials does not come with Microsoft Exchange Server as its predecessor Small 

Business Server 2011 did. However, many small businesses still use a copier or multifunction device that 

has the ability to scan to email. Some units also allow a fax to email forwarding service. Unfortunately, 

many of these devices rely on some form of internal SMTP service to enable them to relay emails to 

recipients. 

From server manager(servermanger.exe from a elevated command) 

From the Dashboard, Add Roles and Features. The Add Roles and Features Wizard will begin. Click Next  

 



 

Select Role-based or feature-based installation. 

 

In the Server Roles section select Web Server (IIS) as highlighted below and click Next 
Ensure you check the Include management tools 
 



 

In the Features section, select the SMTP Server feature then click Install to proceed 

 



Click Close when the installation has completed. 

 

Configure the SMTP Service 

 

Launch the Internet Information Services (IIS) 6.0 Manager. 

Click Yes to the UAC Prompt. 



 

Right-click on SMTP Virtual Server #1 and select Properties. 

Select the General tab and change the IP Address to the server’s IP address 

 



 

 

Select the Access tab and click on the Connection button. 

 



 

Click on the Authentication button and ensure Anonymous access is checked and then click OK 

 



click on the Connection button. Select Only the list below and then click Add. Enter 127.0.0.1 as the IP 

address and then click OK 

 

click the Relay button. Add the same permitted devices to the Relay Restrictions list. 

 

Next, go to the Messages tab. Here you can enter an email address where copies of non-delivery reports 

are sent to. You can also configure the location of the Badmail directory. 



 

Limit number of messages per connection 20 
It allows multiple connections to deliver messages.which means it reached 20 messages and create a 
new connection for remaining  
messages.So fewer messages are delivered simultaneously, instead of a  single queue have more 
number of messages. 
 
It is allways good to keep lowest value,for that case. 
 
Limit number of recipient per message 100 
the maximum number of recipients for a single message sent in one  
 
connection. The default is 100 
 
Limit number of connection 1000 
The maximum number of outbound connections allowed to all remote domains. The default setting is 
1,000 connections and the minimum is 1. 
 
Next, go to the Delivery tab 



 

 



 

In the Delivery tab of the Connection window, set an external domain. 

Enter the fully-qualified domain name of the SMTP server 

optionally add a Smart host, if required. Tick the Attempt direct delivery box, if you want the server to 

attempt to deliver the email directly first before trying the Smart host. 

 

Launch the Windows Firewall with Advanced Security console. 

Right-click on 'Inbound Rule' and select 'New Rule' to begin the wizard. 



 

Select 'Port' and click Next. 

 

Set the local port to 25 and click Next. 

Choose 'Allow the connection' and click Next. 



 

Uncheck 'Public' to prevent external access to the server. Click Next. 

 

 

Give the rule a name, and click Finish. 

Now see a new rule enabled in the firewall management console. 

Restart the SMTP Service and set the service for Automatic Start. 
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