
Windows Server 2008 features to diagnosing performance-related issues on a system viewing by report.  

To generate a System Diagnostics Report, run the perfmon /report command from the Run line or from 

a command prompt.  Generating a System Diagnostics Report requires privilege elevation, so you will 

need to consent to the elevation prompt or provide credentials depending on how UAC is configured on 

your systems 

Features include: 

•Data collector sets -- Data collector sets are used to create a reusable monitoring object for different 

scenarios, such as creating baselines. 

•Wizards and templates for creating logs -- The performance logs and alerts features have been rolled 

into the Performance and Reliability Monitor. Microsoft has also added a set of wizards that help you 

add counters to log files and give you the ability to set the start, stop and duration of those counters. 

•Resource View -- In earlier versions of Windows, if you wanted to take a real-time view of your 

customers' CPU, disk, network and memory usage, you had to use Task Manager -- and the data was 

only available for a limited time. The Performance and Reliability Monitor has the Resource View screen 

for viewing those functions, and it also has the ability to drill down and see which processes are using 

which resources. 

•Reliability Monitor -- The Reliability Monitor collects data about your system and calculates what 

Microsoft calls a System Stability Index. The System Stability Index report shows any issues that have 

made the system less reliable over a period of time. The report also contains steps you can take to help 

troubleshoot the root cause of the issue. 

•Unified property configuration -- The interface for creating a monitoring action is the same whether 

you create a log activity or a data collector set. The ability to create and manage objects from a single 

location significantly reduces the time it takes to set up the monitoring that your customers require. 

•Diagnostic reports -- With the Performance and Reliability Monitor, there are a number of out-of-the-

box reports that you can view to help analyze and troubleshoot your customers' systems. 

How to create/view System Diagnostic Reports from Reliability and Performance Monitor utility: 

Just run the perfmon /report command  

 



 

Data collector set and reports 

A Data Collector Set is the building block of performance monitoring and reporting in Windows 
Performance Monitor. It organizes multiple data collection points into a single component that can be 
used to review or log performance. A Data Collector Set can be created and then recorded individually, 
grouped with other Data Collector Set and incorporated into logs, viewed in Performance Monitor, 
configured to generate alerts when thresholds are reached, or used by other non-Microsoft 
applications. It can be associated with rules of scheduling for data collection at specific times. Windows 
Management Interface (WMI) tasks can be configured to run upon the completion of Data Collector Set 
collection. 
 
Data Collector Sets can contain the following types of data collectors: 
• Performance counters 
• Event trace data 
• System configuration information (registry key values) 
 
You can create a Data Collector Set from a template, from an existing set of Data Collectors in a 
Performance Monitor view, or by selecting individual Data Collectors and setting each individual option 
in the Data Collector Set properties. 
 
Create a Data Collector Set from Performance Monitor 
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-in/library/cc722148.aspx 
Create a Data Collector Set from a Template 
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-in/library/cc766318.aspx 
Create a Data Collector Set Manually 
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-in/library/cc766404.aspx 
Create a Data Collector Set to Monitor Performance Counters 
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-in/library/cc722414.aspx 



 

 


