
Backup and Restore in Windows Server 2008 

From the command prompt run servermanagercmd.exe -install Backup-Features.  

When the backup features have finished installing, open Windows Server Backup from Administrative 

Tools on the Start menu.  

In the Actions pane on the right, click Backup Schedule.  

Click Next on the Getting Started dialog. Choose Full Server on the Select backup configuration screen. 

Click Next to continue.  

On the Specify backup time screen, leave the default option of once a day at 21:00 selected and click 

Next.  

On the Select destination disk screen, I’ve selected my external drive (E:\) . To select an internal disk, 

click Show All Available Disks. Click Next to continue.  

At this point you’ll be warned that the destination disk will be dedicated to backup (to facilitate moving 

the disk offsite) and formatted and hidden from Windows Explorer (to ensure integrity). Click Yes to 

continue.  

You should note the disk’s label from the Label destination disk dialog, and write it on the disk 

enclosure, if it’s external or removable, so it can be easily identified in the future. Click Next and then 

Finish on the confirmation screen. The Backup Schedule Wizard will then format the disk and you will be 

presented with a summary screen, telling you when the first backup is scheduled to run. Click Close to 

continue.  

You should now see information about the backup you’ve just created in the Windows Server Backup 

console under Status (Next Backup) and Scheduled Backup. To run the scheduled job ahead of time, click 

Backup Once in the Actions pane, in Backup options leave the default settings, click Next and then 

Backup on the confirmation screen. 

 



RECOVERY 

Boot the Windows Server 2008 from the installation media and select the appropriate settings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And select the Repair your Computer option from the lower left corner of the console.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the System Recovery Options window, you can choose to load any drivers required by your 

hard disk at this stage.  After loading any necessary drivers, such as RAID drivers, click on the Next 

button. 

If you are performing  restore to a brand new hard-disk, you will not see any Operating Systems listed   

If you are restoring a backup to a machine that already has Windows 2008, then it will be listed under 

Operating Systems. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Under the System Recovery 

Options window, select the Windows Complete PC Restore option. This will invoke the Windows 

Recovery Environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Windows will  scan machine for available backups. Ensure that the media with your backup is 

connected to the machine. If Windows Complete PC Restore is unable to find the backup, please try 

un-connecting and re-connecting the backup device. 

Once detected, choose to restore the latest backup or another backup. Windows 2008 will 

automatically choose your latest backup by default 

In the Choose how to restore your backupwindow, you have the following options:  

Install any drivers for the disk you are restoring to by clicking on the Install Drivers button.  

Exclude disks that you don't want formatted by clicking on the Exclude disks button.  

Choose to restart the computer after the restore process and to automatically check and update error 

information by clicking on the Advanced button.  

Once you have added the extra options, click on the Next button 

Select the location of  your backup and click on the Next button 



 

 



 

 

Windows Recovery Environment will ask you whether you want to let Windows Complete PC Restore 

format the disks and restore the backups you have chosen. Click on the OK button.  

Note:use the same capacity of the disks,if the capacity  is more than the old disk can be utilized the 

new disk space it is not a problem,but choose the same capacity . 

 


