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IE 9 

Is the current version of the Internet Explorer web browser from Microsoft.IE 9 supports several CSS 3 

properties, embedded ICC v2 or v4 color profiles support via Windows Color System, and has improved 

JavaScript performance. It is the last of the five major web browsers to implement support for Scalable 

Vector Graphics (SVG).It also features hardware-accelerated graphics rendering using Direct2D, 

hardware-accelerated text rendering using DirectWrite, hardware-accelerated video rendering using 

Media Foundation, imaging support provided by Windows Imaging Component, and high fidelity 

printing powered by the XML Paper Specification (XPS) print pipeline. Internet Explorer 9 also supports 

the HTML5 video and audio tags and the Web Open Font Format. Microsoft has released Internet 

Explorer 9 as a major out-of-band version that is not tied to the release schedule of any particular 

version of Windows, unlike previous versions.It is the first version since Internet Explorer 2 to not be 

bundled with a Windows operating system, although some OEM'S have preinstalled it with Windows 7 

on their PC's, as well as new Windows 7 laptops. 

The system requirements for Internet Explorer 9 are Windows 7, Windows Server 2008 R2, Windows 

Vista Service Pack 2 or Windows Server 2008 SP2 with the Platform Update. Windows XP and earlier are 

not supported. Internet Explorer 9 is the last version of Internet Explorer to be supported on Windows 

Vista; Internet Explorer 10 will only be supported on Windows 7 and later (up to Platform Preview 2), 

but Platform Preview 3 and above works only with Windows 8. Both IA-32 and x64 builds are available. 



IE 9 Comparison with other IE 

Fast ( = improved)  
Internet  
Explorer 

7  

Internet  
Explorer 

8  

Internet  

Explorer 9  
Feature  

Performance improvements that can help 

you get work done quickly  
   

Performance 

improvements  

View and manage add-ons performance  
   

Add-on Performance 
Advisor  

Fast startup and shutdown to allow more 
browsing time   

  

Performance 
improvements  

New JavaScript engine that loads pages 
faster and improves overall performance   

  

Performance 
improvements  

Full hardware acceleration for text, 

graphics, and video to provide a rich web 
experience  

  
 

Performance 
improvements  

Automatic notification when add-ons slow 
browser performance    

 

Add-on Performance 
Advisor  

Fully hardware-accelerated HTML5 for 

rich web experiences   
 

Performance 

improvements  

 

Clean  

Easy and intuitive browsing  
   

Web-focused 
browsing  

One-click access to common tasks and favorite sites  
 

  
New Tab page  

Privacy settings put you in control of what information gets sent 
to search providers   

  
One Box  

Suggested Sites and visual search suggestions  
 

  
One Box  

Seamless web experience on Windows 7 with features like 
Jump Lists and taskbar previews   

  

Windows 7 
integration  

Combined search and Address bar for easy searching or surfing 
  

 
One Box  

Unobtrusive, informative messages that don’t interrupt your 

browsing   
 

Notification Bar  

Simplified browsing using fewer controls  
  

 

Web-focused 
browsing  

Increased webpage viewing area  
  

 

Web-focused 
browsing  

Enhanced tab experience with Tear-off tabs and Aero Snap  
  

 
Tab enhancements  

Quick navigation to favorite sites from the Windows 7 taskbar  
  

 
Pinned Sites  
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Trusted  

Helps protect against phishing attacks 
   

SmartScreen Filter  

Corrects display problems with older sites  
   

Compatibility View  

Gives you better control over your browsing privacy and whether 

certain third-party websites can track your browsing activity   
  

Tracking Protection  

Helps protect against socially engineered malware attacks 
 

  
SmartScreen Filter  

Isolates crashes in one tab from all other tabs and automatically 

reloads crashed pages   
  

Tab isolation and 

recovery  

Helps protect against malicious cross-site scripting attacks  
 

  

Cross-site scripting 

filter  

Highlights domain names in the Address bar to alert you to 
potentially deceptive websites   

  
Domain highlighting  

Resumes incomplete downloads after restarting  
  

 
Download Manager  

Provides a single location to monitor and interact with the files 

you download    
 
Download Manager  

Helps you monitor and manage your add-ons  
  

 

Add-on Performance 
Advisor  

Tab recovery with messaging and prompting in the Notification 
Bar    

 

Tab isolation and 
recovery  

 

IE comparison with other Browsers 

Performance  
Firefox 

10  

Chrome 

17  
Internet Explorer 9  

Fast startup and shutdown  
   

Fast JavaScript engine for better performance  
   

Popular websites load quickly  
   

Full hardware acceleration for text, graphics, and video 

provided by default    
 

Notification when add-ons slow browser performance  
  

 

 

Ease of Use  

Simple browsing controls for a better browsing experience  
   

Change and add search providers within the search box  
   

Search provider suggestions as you type in the search box  
   

File download manager  
   

Reopen accidentally closed tabs  
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Performance  
Firefox 
10  

Chrome 
17  

Internet Explorer 9  

New Tab page includes quick access to common tasks and your favorite 
sites  

  

Tear-off tabs with Windows 7 Snap  
 

  

Combined search and Address bar  
 

  

Websites can be pinned to the taskbar in Windows 7  
  

 

Visual search suggestions shown as you type  
  

 

Jump Lists and thumbnail preview controls for pinned sites  
  

 

Accelerators for quick access to web services without leaving the page  
  

 

 

Security  

Protection from malicious cross-site scripting attacks  
   

Best protection against phishing attacks  
 

 
 

Domain name highlighting in the Address bar to alert you to deceptive websites  
   

Most protection against socially engineered malware  
  

 

 

Reliability  

Crashed tabs stay isolated from all other tabs  
   

Automatic recovery of crashed tabs 
   

Tab recovery with messaging and prompting when websites time out  
  

 

 

Privacy  

Prevent others from seeing what sites you have visited on your PC  
   

Control whether certain third parties can track your browsing activity  
   

 

Web Standards and Compatibility  

Supports standards both commonly used today and for building tomorrow’s websites, 

including HTML5  
   

WebM-encoded HTML5 video supported when a VP8 codec is installed on Windows 
   

H.264-encoded HTML5 video support 
  

 

Compatibility mode to view websites designed for older browsers  
  

 

 

Developer Tools  

Comprehensive tool set (HTML, CSS, JavaScript editing, profiling, network 
   



 

Developer Tools  

inspection)  

Developer tools built- in to the browser  
 

  

Tools that show pages in different rendering engines to let developers understand and 

debug browser differences    
 

 

IE10 news 

Microsoft released the first "IE10 Platform Preview", which runs only on Windows 7 and later;. While 

the second platform preview was also available for Windows 7 and later, subsequent platform previews 

run only on Windows 8. IE10 expands on Internet Explorer 9 functionality in regards to CSS 3 uptake, 

hardware acceleration,and HTML5 support. 

http://blogs.msdn.com/b/ie/archive/2012/05/31/windows-release-preview-the-sixth-ie10-platform-

preview.aspx 

 

 

 

 


